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ezpelled by coughing. Close to the lungs the trachea divides
into two tubes called the bronchi, the right bronchus going
to the right lung and the left bronchus to the left lung.
These bronchi again divide and subdivide until finally the
branches are so small that they can only be distinguished by
the microscope. The smallest tubes are called bronchioles or
bronchial tubes.

The branches of the trachea have a similar structure to the
trachea itself, but the bands of cartilage become less and less
complete as the branches get smaller, until they are merely
scattered pieces of cartilage; they altogether disappear in the
smallest tubes. Each bronchiole ends in a dilated cavity
called infundibulum, which has a large number of tiny
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Fig. 35.   SECTION OF ALVEOLTTS (Diagrammatic).
(Very highly magnified.)
balloon-shaped chambers opening into it.   Each  of these
chambers is called an alveolus (see Figs. 34, 35).
The tangs are made up of an enormous number of these
infondibula or dilated ends of the bronchioles. These are
connected together by fine connective tissue, and the whole is
covered by transparent elastic membrane, the pleura. The
alveoli are lined internally by a layer of flattened cells joined
edge to edge. Beneath this is a layer of elastic tissue, and a
close network of capillary blood-vessels. The blood in the
capillaries is only separated from the air in the- alveolus by a
very thin delicate partition. The pulmonary artery breaks
up into these capillaries and the blood-i#; collected again into
the pulmonary vein, which takes it back to the heart. Ex-
ternally the lungs are of a mottled purple colour, are spongy